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Welcome to the 1st Virtual International Conference on
Equality, Religious Harmony and Peace, to be held virtually
on 18 & 19 November 2020. This conference is hosted by the
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM), in
partnership with the Barzinji Project, Shenandoah University,
Bridgewater College and University of Sarajevo. The theme of
the conference is ‘Unity with Diversity: Moving toward
Civilizational Development’. This is the first time the four
academic institutions have come together to co-host an
event that will provide opportunity for scholars from areas as
diverse as political science, civilizational studies, religious
studies, inter-faith studies, education, information technology
and many more, to reflect and generate ideas
to create sustainable peace and harmony for humanity.
This virtual conference features multiple sessions including
keynote addresses and invited presentations, parallel
sessions and networking opportunities.
The objective of this conference is to bring together at an
international platform the experts of the conference’s theme
and sub-themes to build an environment of religious
harmony, equality and peaceful living through a meaningful
dialogue.
“Unity with Diversity:












I would like to welcome all delegates to the 1st
Virtual International Conference on Equality,
Religious Harmony and Peace 2020. This
conference is hosted by the International
Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM), in
partnership with Jamal Barzinji Project,
Shenandoah University, Bridgewater College
and University of Sarajevo.
I would like to congratulate the four entities
form three countries - Malaysia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and the US - that come together
in this important platform to discuss issues
that are relevant to world and humanity.
Religious harmony, equality and peace are the
essential elements of a civilization. This is the
first time the three academic bodies have
come together to co-host an event that will
provide opportunity for scholars from areas
as diverse as political science, civilizational
studies, religious studies, inter-faith studies,
education, information technology and many
more, to reflect and generate ideas to create
sustainable peace and harmony for humanity.
With the theme ‘Unity with Diversity: Moving Toward Civilizational Development’, this
conference corresponds to the relevant issues the world is facing today. The term
“civilization” connotes sophisticated and advanced forms of human association in
which people share a common life and work together to achieve certain levels of
advancement in different aspects of life, such as the moral and material aspects.
Indeed, human cooperation and interaction are the fundamental aspects of civilization.
By coming together in this platform, the five institutions from three different countries
have come together to cooperate, interact and collaborate in realising the mission
towards reviving a civilized society. Putting aside the differences and religious
sensitivities, the advisors and organizing committee have accomplished their wish to
organized this important inaugural conference.
I believe this conference is an important platform that bring together
researchers, academics and professionals from all over the world,
experts in economic, social sciences, political sciences and other
discipline to interact, share knowledge, debate, discuss and find
solutions on how to create sustainable solutions for a better civilized
community that would work for all. Indeed, understanding different
cultures and perspectives are the important tool towards building a
tolerant and prosperous society.
I am glad to convey my greetings to all of you to this conference and I wish all 
participants a fruitful conference. My heartfelt appreciation to all committee members 
and everyone who have contributed to the successful organization of this conference. 
Only Allah in His limitless Grace and Magnificence can truly recompense their efforts. 
May Allah Almighty guide us all and bless our efforts.
Thank you.
IIUM President
In the name of Allah, the Compassionate, the
Merciful. All praise is due to Almighty Allah
subhanahu wa Ta'ala (glorious and exalted is
He), alone. May Allah's peace and blessings
be upon Prophet Muhammad sallallahu
'alayhi wa sallam. his family and his righteous
companions.
International Islamic University Malaysia
(IIUM) is pleased and honoured to be the host
of this Inaugural Virtual International
Conference on Equality, Religious Harmony
and Peace 2020. It is a great pleasure to
welcome all of you, speakers, presenters and
participants who come from all corners of the
globe to this auspicious conference.
Despite the world development in the area of
discrimination and unfairness, there are
significant challenges and growing concerns
on discrimination and exclusions faced by the
community at large. In IIUM, we believe that
building a peaceful world requires taking
steps towards achieving the economic, social
development and ensuring the protection of everyone’s rights. A peaceful society is a
society in which justice and equality are enjoyed. Peace enables a sustainable
environment that in turn helps to promote universal goodness for all.
The agenda on peace, equality and religious harmony are not new to IIUM. In fact,
these concepts are well encapsulated in the philosophy, vision and mission of the
university and it is part of the IIUM agendas in leading the way forward in the global
community. This conference is a timely event, bringing together the global community
to effectively communicate and discuss matters in a civilized manner towards
achieving the sustainability agendas in our community.
I look forward to continued cooperation and successful new partnerships between the
collaborators, scholars, professionals and researchers that have participated in this
conference. I do hope that everyone will benefit from this conference and will bring
forth new perspectives and knowledge that can be applied in everyday
decision-making process both at organizational as well as individual levels.
Thank you.
IIUM Rector
IIUM Leading the Way
As the Director of the Barzinji Project, I am
excited to see that many of the IIUM alumni of
the Project have come together to organize
the first ever international conference on
“Equality, Religious Harmony and Peace”.
Through the Project, we had the opportunity
to both host and visit each other’s institutions
as well as come together for a 2019 Fall
Colloquium where we discussed our findings.
Our first phase was dedicated to the theme
“Civil Discourse” or being able to discuss
various topics in a mutually respectful way
that furthered understanding and innovation
within society. The theme of “Civil Discourse”
led to our next and more focused theme of
“Diversity, Equity and Belonging” which
emerges out of a global realization of the
importance of black lives, minorities and
people of color. We plan to have various
forums, programs and events centered
around this new theme. Thus, I am happy to
see that the IIUM organizers have picked the
theme “Equality, Religious Harmony and
Peace” for their conference which fits nicely
within our previous ones and speaks to the Barzinji Project’s belief that globalization
can facilitate mutually beneficial collaboration between widely dispersed institutions.
Institutions serving diverse societies can benefit from exploring the similarities and
differences in their missions and practices, the challenges they face and the solutions
they create. In addition, communicating across cultural differences will nurture
important skills in students, faculty and administrators and help them develop best
practices that are effective in various local contexts, prioritizing cross-cultural
communication as a tool for co-construction.
I hope that the IIUM conference will be a regular event where different institutions of
higher learning come together to share experiences, best practices and knowledge.
Congratulations once again. All the best.
Younus Y. Mirza
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